


ave my notes grouped under three covers., "iroup I, The Monomoylcks," .&s
; up of| about one hundred and fifty single spsced typew Ltten sheets, tha
same slze as that upon whlch this letter is written, contalning about sixty-i
four thousand words and listing the names of some two hundred and seventy§ ]
Monomoyick”lndians. These ere assempled Into famlliss as far as possible,i
the information on sach Individual is documented by reference notes at the
bottomfof sach page, and each velume ls indexed. o

ot} -3?!51{

"Group 2 The Nawsets,” contglng about two hundred sixty-seven sheets,'ohg;_

hundred and twelve thousand lve hundred nnd seventy~Iive words, and the .
namas of seven hundred slxty-five Nakset Indlans, arranged, documented and
indexed as sbove. "Group 3, The Sauquatuckets,” contalns about seventy shé
twenty nine thousand eight hundred and fifty word &nd the names of two
nundred and ssventy uauquutuckut Indlsans, &PPngOQ decunented end indexed
In the same manner, . : i

This sumes up to approximately four hundred and elghty-seven sheets, two :
hundred and six thousand four hundred andé twentv-f{ive sheats, two hundred
and six thoussnd four hundred and twenty-{lve words, including a genepa1
introduction, explanatory maps and Indlces, »ni covers the llves oP ony
tnousand three hundred and five Lower Capes ‘oo [nilanas.

Had T been in a finercial positlon tc pubdla: s, notss myasell I should
have done so long agce, Lub I am vot and never ¢100 bte acalia, I would be
very happy to heve tho Chathum iistorlenl Josietly spunsor thelr “ubl*catian,
and it seems to me thati, owlng to the dominunt plaecs which The Cld Sagamore
Mattaquason of Nonomoylck held among the Lower Japs Tribes, 1t would be vsry

fitting that 1t should do so.

Wibtn bast reogards,

slgned: Uncle 3sars

W. Sears Nickerson
415 Polinsettis Rosd,
Deytona 3each, Fla,




General Imbtrodnct ilon

Cane Cod is divided inte fvo ~orts, in the minds
of the nativer, ""H‘ L nart ~heve Mo ver extesding west to
Puzzards Pay isc nlwoys snoloon of in e wernscuinr og The
Upper Cave., Trom Foess River ool maw \31+% to tip is
known as the Lowrnr Canc, ”GPP ,@'%ﬂs, Peyepinly teintt of
Yass River, wioich ‘doe=s go nes Ij sl f s T jo osndf opaoe
graphically, = ithe midilec }wuﬁ: - betuner ‘*h Upgper ciul hne
Lower Cape, )

The Tndicng voen Ye hove recogrizad o -
ision a2lso, and &g, in sueming wr my nobet on the Cape Indlans,
I have followad tradition nndl divrided Loom ivto the Unpe
the Lower Cane Cod Indianc.

Those Indians who inhoabited the Lowsyr Cane on the
arrival of the white man gsem to 2l naturally into three main
groups, the INononmoyicks, the Inwsets, ond the SBauguatuckets.
While the dividing line between there rvﬂwwo was not defined
by metes and bounds, & Sachem's tribal domain apparently was
recognized as taking in 21l of a certaln drainage area, or
watershed, and sxtending roughly to the height of land sep-
arating him frem his neighboring Sachem's hunting ground.

L Tor instance: In the early daoys the heipht of
‘1and in Bast Orleans knowmn as TPochet [I) was understood to be

b3

the dividing line between the Yawsets and the Mononmoyicks.
Morth of Poehet lay the Mawset Sachemry and the drainage area
vhich flows inte Town Cove =nd Hawset Uarhor. Ths watershed
on the south fed the headwaters of old Monorioyick Bay, now
¥nown =8 Pleasant Bay, around which 1oy the tribel lands of-

the Yonomoyicks. The Dauguatuckets lands lay west of the
valley of Namskaket, which divided them Trom the Kawsuts;y:

These Lhree Gronps anpent to hore had as thein
nucliei digtinet patrisrehnl families with Fini Lri
heodguartorr, - ;oyﬂl Terilics wirs noevry o

stations pnﬂ who ooam B0 ’Cbﬂt
"dictatership over fhn o o GG

clso embroooed wony ; ot pod T
leationghip, intoxm mnstedoed

i

i Yooge fonlliy 1. ARSI

.
p

The Saucustuchaetls soin
Grevwster on the rivoar cinh : rurcised a
vague sovrelynts over Lnm vi R A R
keegit in TNenris, ~nd in Tact e ro fror

(I) Pronounczd Po-che, and menning, in Lhe Indicon longue,
"y dividing place'.
(2) Yow shortened to OHntuc

r

cony ranks



General Introduetion

Hamekaket in Zast Brawstar weot to the Yarmouth line and the
headwatars of Bags iver,

"8 Nawsetg, in *is ear 7 doye pt leagt, zone
trsllad not only the lands Zrem ses *o san acrose the Cape,
from Samskakst on the dorth shere to "ochet on ihe Back Side,
but also down the Cape tu tha Indian villages ¢f Ponanakanst
at Vellfleet angd weeshawn at Truro,

The Monomoyick Sachemry wasa distinctiva, Cowe
Cupying as it 4id the whole aibvow of Cape Cod, it was mors
compact than either or its neighbors, and under the wisme
guidance of ity 014 Cagemora, Uattaguacon, it neld its landg
and its peorils together long after ths lawests and the Salle
Quatuckets :ad csased to exist as trinagl entities, 1I%{ gaven
set apart a rszsrvation o the north side of Pleasant Bay in
South Orleans, whers ths remnants of all the Lewey Caps tribes
found a haven ror & tims, under the designating of Petnumiouts,
: In the follnwing Papers it has been my purpose to
Place in one of the 2bove Groups every Indian of the Lowar
Caps who has coms to »y knowledge, As far &8 practicable,

I have given esch Indian a Paper by himself, arranging the
facts concerning nim in ¢hronologicel crder, and referring to
Iy sources of information in footnotes, Eaeh Paper is placed
in e¢~rrect genealogical sequence in relation to the othap
Members of its Group, as far as poazinhle,

The individualas of vne Group zre at times found
living within thas territory of another, oftan making {1 sx-
tremely d:ifficult to decide ahere tigv relone, The Irdicn
cuztom of sdovting 2 naw pame eoiner isnt with 8very natably
nappening i treip Liveuy, ~ouiplad withp tieir havit of raing

under & numzer -7 2iideee at -ue -ad “re same tlire, nd.s tg the
difficulty., Uver aling Lsrtod ¢ oL r2, howevsr, omc of them
2rentually fill .+, SO8 Griun o7 tha PTIeT.

: Thus, Ty ecars iyl reserch, patient gorting at,
wrnl unending coriparison, I have bean 2tle to lay tha Fround-
work for a Y2irly somnprehenaive geneaiogical study o7 the
Lowar Cape Cod Indian famildse, It Lagine with the 7irnt The
corded Indian to contaet the white explorers, It follcew down
through the Approximately two hundred year period which wite
nessed the complete disintegration and sxtindtion of the rad
=an on the Lower Cape, While of necessity it is largely cone
Tirned to a history of the royal familien, they being the sxe
acutive branch of the patriarshal form of government commoy to
the Cape tribes and hence getting their names on the records,
i1t is also true that the tribe ag Tecognized onm the Cape was
in fast a group of blood relatives almogt xclusively, and
hanes the genealogical record of the ruling family bscomes
the history of tha trive,

I zive thne Honomoyick Group first place because,
88 I have stated, they retained thaeir identity through all the
the history of ths Lowser Cape Indiang, Their first recorded
sacem was Yattaquason, wno later becams the well balovad
014 Sagamore of the Lower Cape Indians, and from then on t@



General Introducticn

the death of his great, great granddauchter, Hosey Rufe,
about the yaar 1200, asome cof its l~nds ond a2l1ll of the affairs
of the tribe remained in the hands of o m and his descendants,

While tihe Nawests wera a- arently a ccmparatively
sowerful group in the days .hen Cham lain was on the coast,
znd at the landing of the "ilgrims, they never regained their
ascendency after Aspinet, thuzir aarliezt tnown Chief, jcined
the conspiracy ageinct tne "lymouth szettlers in 1673, They
disposed of their best landes very eesr!y, and at the l=st, the
geattered remnants of t-e Tribe t-rk reruge undar the wing
¢f the ¥Yonomoyicks at Potnumicut,

© The Sauquatuckets nsver ap ear as & strong unit
in historical times, This was undoubit:.ily due to the facts
that its villeges were so scattered up zand down tae Horth
~hore, and that the tleakness of its zituation made 1t un-
dagpirable as & wintar headquartzrs, It was, however, a
strong connecting link betwsen the Lower Cape Tribes, whoce
ruling families were all interlocked hy ties of blood and
marriags, with the Yassachusetts Bay Sachems of Boston and
vicinity, as will later be shown, ,

while I realize the imcomplsteneas which exists
in my —otea becauzs of my inab#lity to afford the time nec-
sgaary to make an oxheustive study of the Kassachusette
State Archivas, arnd the Plymouth Colony and Lower Cape Town
records, I have besn wonderfully blessed in having access
2t all timss to the invaluable private collegtion of orige
inal¥ Cape "od deeds and doouments of my good friand Stanlay
¥, ~"mith, 72qe.s of Toeton, His zenerous and untiring ine-
tarast in =~y behal? nhas placed at my disnoszal a great ariount
of information which no public reaord contains, and his ex-
ert advice and >pinicn has besn of inestimable value.

Paphaps aoma dny some other lover of this Eor=
gotten rage mzxy find it in nls heart to tie in the 1.cae
=nig which T leave unfinished,

Altnough 1 hava purnossly avoldsd antarinz into
any sthrolorsical or cultural disoussic..s in tne Tcllowing
Pagers, thers iz “ne listorical point on whieh I wisli to makse
rmyeslf cleer ¥ofore poing -« with the separate Ground.

1% coums o be the gener~lly accepted belier
areng nistorians thet the Cape Cod 'rifbss wars undey tho
ovarlordship of lassagoit, the Crea:r lhief of the Jounanoags
and faithful “riend of tke Plymouth sattlers, It 1a very
azgy to understand how tnis came ov.ut .nd Wiy he should
have been nliced wn tris falase pedastnl by the early nist-
orians and a3t there dy theiy succces:ors wno never want to
the trouble of losking ur the faects for theameelven,

In tha first ~lace, at the time of the landing of
the Pilgrims, ths cozztal trivea from Cape Ann to Cape Cod
had been a2ll ut winaed vut by a terrible apidemie wilch ran
throurh their villogea only a year or two previously. At
Plymouth nct 2n Indian was laft, In many villzges the white
men found tha stulls 2nd bonsg 8f the ziricken Indians still
lyirng unburiad ~brve the vround.,



ranaral Tatr.duetica

On the other hcad, tne . yserful and agprressive
Narragansets of Rnode Island had scarcsly veen touched LY
the plague, vaeEsgcite Ocenemry lay cround wnat ls now Fall
River, YMass.,next door to thne Narrzgancet ccuntry, and while
nis trive had not been so decimated aa those arcund lassachusetts
Bay, he could look for no halp from tnem to ward off the ine
cursions of the Yarragausets, .

It was good diplomacy, then, for lassasoit to nake
an alliance with the Plymouth men. They had good gune and
knew how to use them, while the Xarragansets had none, Te
immediately mede a treaty of peacs with the Pilgrims end sent
two smbescadors of good will, Squanto and Hobomek, to livs wiith
them, The abortive attempt by the Indians te liquidate the
white settlers & yeay or two later, in which Haszasoit took
no yart, strenghhened his positicn and left. him for ¥sars the
scle friend of the Colony among the neighboring Indian Chiefs.
Ylence nip position of importance,toth cn the reecords amd in the
negotiations of the 01d Colony.

Ag = matter of fact howevar, my research among the
Tndians of Cape (oi hag led me to the conclusion that they
cansd no allegictice whatever to asrac”it. On the contrary,
thev wers =losely : £filicted witn the Uacnena of the “ansachusetts

Pay, not cnly by sleod anl rarsiapfe. ut 2lgo by oli<ical allie
nnuEuf.

Hay . =7 - Tgw '3varets “rcois on wnirn T hase
that conslusioni

“tmegar it lp acually Loon o ~odit Ty finiticg and
seturaing the little Tillingtsn toy weo stiaysd puny ITom the

Mlyacuth ctockats in ths rmer o 1.1, =nd w2e 1ot in the
woods Por Pivs dayce. The recorda ravzel, however, that he W&H
actually found at Yanometi, near I-u(ms, by a Naweet Indian,
+sican down the Cape to the headguarters village of that +rive
at Tmsthem and there held until 2 woe delivared over to the
Pilerims by the uwset Sachem, Aspinet, (I} According to the
tegtimony of ths Pllgrims themselves, ¥assasoit knew ncthing
shatever about it until ke was notifisd of 1t by the Plymouth
=en and asaked to 2id in the search, he baing the only Indian
thief of thelr acquaintance at that time for them to resort
to, {2) s did finaliy locate the lozi boy among the Uawasets,
but had ths Cape Tribes aclmowledg:1 nis govrsignty in any way,
ghaps or fashion, they would have bzen »arty to his treaty
aith the whites, and, 1t is logical to ovslisve, ﬁgg}d have
nostened direet to his headgquartars with & 1oa€ﬁ% y fou-d any
wnare in his domain,

———
A ]

; qes Pzuer cm Sachem Aspinet, GroupIl - The MNawssts
Fradford?ts Tlstory of Plymcuth Plnatation, atata idition
- 124,




General Introduction

Tn the winter of 1623 Covernor Bradford was a
guest one night at the lodge of Canacum, Sachem of anomst,
having Hobomok with him asg an intarpreter. Juring the sven-
ing two messengers arrived from the Yonomoyick Sachem, forty
miles away down the Cape, asking canacum for his judgment in
a 1ifs and denth rmattar ~ffecting a Yonomoylick Iniian,  Dure
ing the discussion Hobomok, w.o was one of Hassagcit's Head
en and chief counsellors, waeg asked %o rive his opinion,.
This he did, after some hssitation, bsciuse, as ne took oce
cagion to expressly state, “he was but a stranger among
them". (I} If assasout exercisad any sort of povreignty
over the Cape trites it is hard to understand how Hobomok,
one of his Paniesas or licad ifen, could have tesn a atranger
to the Manomets and Yonomoylcks.

: Finally, in naming the tribes implicated in the
plot to wipe out the whites in 1623, which included practically
every tribe on Caps Cod, vassasolt rnimself took great care to
impress on the Plymouth men that none of his adhersnis were
mixed up in the conspiraey. (2)

That testimony, given by the Sachem hizself, seems
to be conclusive svidencs enocugh, 1if more wers needed, that
Massasoit never claimed overlordship csver the Cape trides,

At the outbreak of King Phillips war in 1%75 it
js noticeable that none of the Cape Indianse joined Phillip in
nis struggle for liberty., Aside from the fact that they were
mostly Praying Indians while Thilliv's men were not and that
many an unregensrzte Cape brave, gaeing that embracing the
whits wan's faitn was his only hone for carthly sailvation,
raphed into the Christian fold at *thot time, theare ir not one
iota of avidence 10 ghow th:t they anglnowladgad =ny rire
Zealty to Hing Talllis tiv.- they hai oo hig father,

(1) Sss Paper on Sagamore Mattaquason., Group I The Mone=
omoylicks,

(2) Good Nawses from New %nglang, by idward VWinslow, in Maye
flower Descendan and XXVI. :



Cenerasl Introduction

Both the Upper and Lower Cape regords are full,
of refarsnces showing the olose affiliation betwsen the Cape
Tribes and those of the Massachusetts Bay, tut I will cone
fine myseslf to a few pertinsnt ones found in my notes on the
lower Cepe Indians,

aachem Canazecun of Yarn-mast =eems to have bagn
sdrt of a lialson Sagamors hesiwesn the Yassachuseits Tay Inde
jans and tnose on tue Cape, Jithcout much doubt 2e Wis ralated
to both by ties of bl-od., It aprears that he wag given a
place of senicrity among the Jane szacnerms, His wigwam,
standing at Sourns, wisre the convergirp tralls from the Cape
and Tslands merged into the old lmssachucette 31y Fatn, not
only served as a haulf-way honas of 2211, tut was o meeting
place and council lcdge for the Usad len from botn sections.

As 2arly as 1614 Captain Johm Smith, - of Poea-
nontas fame - , sayoc that the Tndians of the Lower Caps with
whom he came in contast wers &llled to thosiﬁ'ChaIum'.

Shawm, or Chawum ag he spelled it, was the early Indian name
for the country in and about Bourne and Sandwich, As Captain
Smith puts it: “The¥?® Cape Cod by which is Pawmet and the

Ile Nawret of the language and alliance of them of Chawum®, (I)

I have already alluded to the ingidsnt of the
Billington boy found at Manomet by a Nawset Indian in 1621,
and to the decision on the life or death of a Monomoyick
Indian which was rsferred to Canacum by the Sachem of the
Yonomoylcks in 16258,

The follewing spring we find an Indian from
vrimet in ths Nawse®t Sachemry, at the Manomet Sachemb lodge,
together with Fittawamat, one of tne Head Hen of Sachenm
Chickatawbut of the Nassachusetts Bay. aptain Yiles Stand-
1:h was also & guest of Canacum, at™Eom @, and these
Indians were not only plotting to take his l1ife then and
there, but were laying plans for a conspiracy ts annihilate
a1l oiher white settlars around the 3ay.{2) It later devel-
oped that practically every trite on Gape Cod was in the
lesgue to destroy the whites, neying no attention whataver

to Massaeoli and his treaty, as I have before stated.

nven as late as 1661 a Nawset Indian ia found
holding land at lanomet, “he title tc wnich was nct cleared
watil 1706, and ithen by ths husbznd of LaTY, dzugnter of
the last Kawset Sachem, (3)

Sachem Chieckatawbut of the ‘lagsachusettes Zay
was succeedsd by his son, Joslah ‘Jompatueck, who held sway
srom Roston south to Plymcuth, (4; ard aprears to have ex-

(1) The Description of New England, by Captein John Smith
Teagie zdition, p 26.

(2; See Indian of Pawmet in Group II - The Nawseia
Sees Jokn Sipson Paper im Group II - The Hawsets

(4) See Tompatuck's deed 9 July 1652 of lands at the Wad-
ing Place at “iddleboro on the Taunton Path. Plymouth
Colony Record- im lYayflower Desoendant XVII - 168,
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ercised some sort of seszerainty over the tribes om the Cape. There
ig a tradition which says that his grandmother was & Pawmaet woman}
and my notes show that ons of hia Head i’en, Peter Pompanoho, Malw
ried the granddaughter of Sageamore fattaquason of Yonomoyiek.(I).
Dater Pompanocho's grandfather was none other than then the famous
Pekmusdt (2) who taunted Captain »iles Ttandish because @ Wasd a
l1ittle man, but whom the deughty daptain killed with his own knife
in 8 men to mmm fight which the poet Longfsllow has immortalizel, (3}
Tekguot's son Pompmo, aline Pgu.munnuck, Teter's tatrer, var made a
powerful sachem on the Japey and his nollings were scattared From
Tridileboro to Provincetosm. (4).
Ye also find Webcowet, who uvefore 1533 was a noted lassachusettis
Bay Indian and rarried to the “quaw Taclem, widow of the Crezt Sachem
Nonapashemet, holding hizh position on the Cape in his later years and
ranking with the Masl:pse and ancmet sachems in the disposition of
their lands. (5). The Cowet (fuoy) family regords on the Lower
Cape, end the members of the Jebquish (Jebeowdt) family which still
survive on the old ianomet Tribal Lands, bear testimony to thias day
of the influence of old Teboowst of the rragsachusettis Bay on the Cape
Indinns, ' S SR
Sachem Josias Jompatuck was a gignatory in 1663 to the sals

' by Sachemas, the sachen of Sauquatucket, now Trawster, of landad -
there to Covernor Prence and others, and Wompatusk's broiher, Danisel
gq%amo§.1was a witn:as.(g)ﬁ . aix y:ars 1ag§r ?aah;:%g of,Sguqu:tggw
kot ang L. aine o obscugset, now Dennlity N gat in & o
&rca% OﬁﬁsginﬁiTaat Wompatuck's lodge at riddlebero, before he went
out on the warpath against the Yohawks, from whioh he nevaer returned. (7).

Everywhere in the records, from the very earliest days dom to
the time when the few surviving remnants of the Bay and Cape Tribes,
mostly half{-breeds, were filtering into tia shelter of the linghpee
neservation, we find such evidence as thnt above of the close ree
lationshio between the Cape Cod Indians onid those of the asschu=-
settd Taye

Hownere, cxcept Iin the writings o7 those who hove nuot fhalken
the troutle to go to the original sources, do ws fird ony intimation
whatever trat the Cace ‘ndians ever recognized ih.kallegirnce to
Tassapoit, or that te hingelf ever ascu-oi tiat any exiated.

I have goneiate this mitrar at gora lenpth beeause 2 gonglusions
are so such at variance gitn the zenerally ~eeapted viewnoint., 3By
clearly stating my belief nerc, in thias e opral Introdueti-n, and
sore of wy reasons for it, . will s=2ve o useless arounent and vep-
etition in each separuate Croub.

L]

(1) Sse Group I - Thd +onoroylcks, Carah Iompmane Papers

{2) rass. Sunerior Court of Tudicature 12957, Johm Sipson, ths last
of the lawssi Sachoamfs tagtiflied that Tompmo, Pster's father, was
the som of "Cakswalj and thaot Peksu:t was the owner and Sag-
smore of Oyster Iudwgd, near Hyannis, on ihe Cape.

Sourtship of iyles ndish.

See Group II - The Hawasets, Pouprio Iapers

See OGroup I - The ionomoyickss Sarzh Pompmano Faper.

cae Group III - The Sauquatuckets, Sachemas Papar.

Ivnid. Also “"aghantampaine Paper
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I dedic~te 2rary Inli=n beLvice

friend Stanley .
Indian or 2 1o,
wigwam, in tolen

1ifting them.

person besides myrmell M0

Amith, Tofes ©N0, £0 TET
Tnowis or Ccnrer

*ny their scalos d-nrle

£ the many hepty troails

7 ether Lucty Tom was an

n thece corers to my good
%

.
ne T ¥mow, is the onl¥:
b

Long in the gmoxe of his

e and I have £51lowed in

7. Sears Nickerson
1933
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