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Inpiax CoONVERTS:

OR, SOME... %

ACCOUNT
OF THE

LivEes and Dying SPEECHES of a
confiderable Number of the Chriftianized:
INDIANS of Martha's Vineyard, in
New-England. |

V1Zz.
I. Of Godly Minifters.
II. Of other Good Men. -
III. Of Religious- Women,
IV. Of Pious young Perfons. N

By Experience Maybew, M. A. Preacher of
the Golpel to the Indians of that Ifland.

To which is added,

Some Account of thofe ENGLZISH MINISTERS
who hag fucceflively prefided over the Indiar Work
d

in thaté the adjacent Iflands. By Mr. Prince.

A&s x. 34, 35.1 perceive that GO D is no Refpecter of Derfors :
but in every Nation be thar feareth him, and worketis Righteoufs
nefs, is accepted with bin. " )

Als xv. 8, 9. Giving them the Holy Ghoff, even as be did unto wus -

and put 1o Difference between us and thens, purifying their Hearts
by Fauh.

Mat. xxviii. 19, 20, Go ye therefore, and teach all Naiions, &c.
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To the HONOURABLE -

Wzl/zam T/oompﬁm Efq, |
G OVERN 0 U R

AND

TO' the reft of the HOhourable |
Company for the Propagation
of the Gofpel in New-Eng-
land, and Parts ad_]acent in
ﬂmerzca | -

Honom'able Sirs,

- ER Y admirable and furpnzmg

‘ } - was the Favour of Heaven un-

" to the Aborzgmal Natives of

this Land, when it plealed the BLES-
SED GOD to fend them the glonous Gof-
Pel after they had fr}m Time immemorial

- fa
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4 DeEpicarion.

at m Darknefs,and in the Resion of the
gbadow of D{atb.u o g 4
It was ftifl a further Manifeftation of
Divine Favour, and Beneficence to them,
when our GLORIOUS LORD firred
vp .the Hearts of many well difpofed
Peoplein Englend, ‘to-make liberal. Con-
tributions for the Encouragement of thofe
Servants of - his, whé, for the Glory. of
his great Name, and out of Compaffion
to the Souls of the miferable Heathen,
were, witkiour any Profpect of worldly
Advantage, endeavouring their Conver-
ﬁon. - - | ‘ N
" And> it was yet “ani* additional Mercy
to therdifconfolate Indians, in thefe Ends
of the Earth, and to fuch alfo as were
engaged in the Work of Gofpelizing them,
when the Society in. Eangland for the,
Propagation of the Golpel here, were by**
Royal Chirter-ere@ted-into a Corpora-
1100, tor-the more effeGtual carryingzon
that “gredt and good Work.
It from” your ‘honourable -Compa-
ny o eftabifhed, -and- aking on fuch a
Foundation* that f}‘,lﬁ}f‘ as’ are hére em-
ployed for the Gecod of the Indians,

have,



DEDICATION.  §

have, under GODy their Encouragement.
ro that Work and Service, and Direction
init. = | S
~_And among the many Inftances where-
in the Wifdom and Care of the Aonou-
rable Company have been manifefted,
none has been more comprehenfive than
their directing- and inftructing a num-
ber - of honourgble and reverend Per-.
fons here, to 1nfpe& and manage the.
Affair; and whodo accordingly heartily-
defire, and faithfully endeavour to pro-
mote the Intereft of Religion amon
thofe Natives of the Land. - . - ¢
The Work of Gofpelizing the Heathen.
being thus primarily under your Honours
Dire@ion and Management, it Is very fit:
and convenienr, that fuch as are here
employed in that Service, {hould from
time to time give an Account of their
Management to your Honours s as alfo-
the Succefles they meet with in the Wotk
wherein they are engaged, and fo of the
good Effects of what has been expend-
ed for the great Ends already mention-
ed, and of the Care and Pains that have

been taken, both by the bonourable Com-.
| pany,



6 DEDICcATION
pany; and their-bonourable Comm; Toners

tefiding here.. . o o

From thefe Confiderations I have thought
it-fay ‘Duty €o dedicate this hiftorical Ef
fayunto” your Honours, tho etherwife it
might ‘have beert too - grear a Boldnefs :
Befides, Icannot doubt but fuch a Difco-
very of the Efficacy of Divine Grace in
the Coniverfion and Salvgeion of Sinners,
a5'is Tere  exhibited in the Lives arld dy=
iig-Speeches of 2 confiderable number of
ot “ichriltianized- Indians, whole fpiritual
Géed: your Honours  have been long - la=
bouring to promote, will e very ‘accep=
table uoyou. . s oo ]

- ‘That my Induction of Examples of true
Piety are only taken from’one finall Ifland,
is not becaufe there have not been many
fuch pious Cenverts in other Places; but
becaule I have not been fo well acquain-
ted with the State of the [ndians in them,
as I have been there, where my great
Grandfather, Grandfather, and my felf
have {ucceflively laboured for thefe four-
feore Years. Nor have I thought it con-
venent for me to enter into other Mens
Lines, but rather leave it to them to

Coo give



Depication. 7

give an Account themfelves of what was
obfervable in the Places wherein they
have refpectively laboured.

Entreating therefore your Honours Ac-
ceptance of this Effay of mine to do my
Duty, written at the Motion of fome of
your bonourable Commiffioners here, and
praying, that He who 1s the Lord of all
would pleafe to direct you in all that
Work and Service, wherein He is pleafed
to .employ you, particularly in that of

ropagating the glorious Gofpel .amo
fhc Pdgbwigginal Z\gfatitves of thgfe Péﬁsnc)gi’
America; and giving you moft Hearry
Thanks for all you have hitherto done
for their Good, as well as for your Fa-
vours to me, I fubfcribe my felf,

Honourable Sirs,

Your moft bumble, and
woft obedient Servant

the Work of the Gofpel,

Experience Mayhew.
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The AUTHOR'S
TO THE
READER

HERE are more efpecially zawo Things

requifite; to render any Hiftory accepra-

ble and entertaining to judicious Readers;

namely, firft, That the Matters of Fa&t re-

lated; be worthy to be obfcrved and re-
corded. The other is, that the Things reported be well
attefted and worthy of Credit.

The former of thefe will, I hope, be granted, with
refpect to my prefent Effay : However, I am content to
fubmit this to the Judgment of fuch as are impartial.

The Truth of the Hiftory which I here offer to the
World, is rbat, the clearing up whereof is mainly intended
in this Epiftle. | »

For this end, the fitt Thing I fhall affert, i3 my owz
Fidelity and Concern for Truth in this Performance. I
know well that no Lye of mine can be neceffary for the
Honour of GOD, or the Manifeftation of the Glory of
his Grace. And I can truly fay, that I have not in this
Hiftory impofed on others “any thing which I do not my
felf believe. Indeed thete are fome things in it, which
I lay no great firefls upon, and therefore have but cau-
tioufly mention’d, and would have my Readers regard ac-
cordingly 5 yet I would not have related them, if 1 had
not thought them probably true.

My Concern for Truth has been accompanied with pro-
portionable Endeavours to avoid every thing contrary to it 5
and in giving thefe Exampleé of Piety, my firft Care has -

. | been,



' The Author’s Preface.

been, not to mention any of whom there was not Rea-
fon to hope, that they were indeed Godly Perfins, as
well as by many fo eflcemed.

The greateft number of thofe whofe Chara&ters I have
given, being Perfons with whom 1 was my felf acquainted,
1 have had the lefs Occafion for the Teftimony of others
concerning them : Yet even with refpet to thefe, 1 have
made ufe of the beft Information I could get, not relying
wholly on my own Opinion. |

Refpeéting the Morals of the Perfons whofe Lives 1
have written, I have made diligent Enquiry of fuch as I
thought beft able to inform me ; and this not only of fuch
as I conceived would be ready to give as favourable an
Account as they could of them, but even of fuch alfo as
1 had reafon to think would be very ready to mention
" “fuch Mifcarriages as they might have feen in them, or
otherwife known them to have been guilty of. Nor have
I confined my Enquiries about them to thofe of their own
Nation only ; but have alfo obtaip’d the beft Information
I could of their Eucli/b Neighbours, who were beft ac-

uainted with them : and on the Teftimony of fuch as
thefe, I have in this Cafe laid more firels than on that
of the Tndians. Nor can I think that I have reprefented
any, as if they lived better Lives than they really did.

1 know fome of the Perfons whofe Charalters 1 have

iven, have fometimes lived vicioufly ; and this has been
accordingly obferved and confeffed in the Accounts given
of them. ~It will therefore be a vain thing for any to tell
me what is already acknowledged ; yet poffibly fome
that are prejudiccd againft the Indians, will not ceale to
impute to them, the Sins committed by them before they
were converted, not duly confidering how great a Change
there was wrought in them: before they died, or how
fitly that may be faid with refpe& to them, 1 Cor. vi. 11,
Such were fome of you, but ye are wafbed, &c.

Tho 1 could have mentioned many of our Indians, who
have difcovered very probable Signs of true Repentance
in the Time of their laft and long Sicknefles, many of
them dying of Chronical Difeafes ; yet confidering the
Doubtfulnels of a Death-bed Repentance, I have not put
any into my Catalogue of Penitents, in whom a remarka-
ble Change did not appear while they were well and in
Health : whatever Pains others, in the time of their Sick-

nels, have taken to prepare for Death, and whatever
| FProfeflion



The Aunthor's Preface: &i
Profeffion of Faith and Repentance they have made, or
whatever Hopes in the Mercy of GOD thr’ CHRIST
they have declared ; tho L.could give feveral Inftances of
this kind, that would not be defpifed, if the Perfons in-
ftanced in were of our own Nation. ’
With refpe@ to the Piety of the Perfons to whom this
Account relates, with whom 1 was not my felf acquainted,
I have been obliged to rely much on the Teflimonies of
fuch of the Indians themfelves, as had opportunity to ob-
ferve their Deportment, and were in my Judgment worthy
of Credit. But then I have not put any into my Lift;
who were not generally efteemed Godly Perfons by fuch
as knew them, how good an Opinion z)ever Jome niight
have of them. -

Tho as to their Piety in gezeral, I have had the Tefli- - |

monys of many Witnefles, yet I confefs that as to many of
their particular A&ions and Expreffions, I have had no
more but ffngle Teltimonies : But then I have diligently
confidered the ,,le:ality of fuch Witneffes, and what other
Circumftances there were to ftrengthen the Teftimonies

iven, and have not reported to others what I do not my
elf think I have good ground to give credit to. '
~ As 1 have, when I thought it neceflary, ftriétly charged
fuch as I have received Relations from, to keepclofe to the
Truth therein; o I fhould not do them juftice, if 1 did
not affirm, that I generally obferved in them fuch an Ap-
pearance of Caution and Impartialiry, as confirained mo
to think them faithful Witneffes in the things rélated by
them. ¥Yea, I obferved in fome of them Nfarks of true
Piety in themfelves, while they wete giving me an Ac-
count of the Piety of others ; they fometimes opening
their Mouths in the Praifes of GOD for his diftinguifh-
ing Goodnefs towards the Perfons of whom they were
{peaking, at the fame time acknowledging and lamenting
their own Sinfulnefs, in coming fo far fhort of what they
faw in them ; being much affefted, and fhedding many
Tears, while they were thus difcourfing.

As for thofe mentioned in this Effay, who died Je-
fore my Time, 1 have in part taken my Information
from Accounts formerly written by my Father, Grandfa-
ther, or others, being either printed or left in Manufcript;
and partly from the oral Relations of Perfons worthy of .
Credit, whether Engitfb or Indians. .
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