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A c c o IT- N T
OF THE

L I V E ~ and Dying SPEE C HE S .of' ~.
confiderable N u1l1ber of the ChrH1:iaoized'
I N'D I A N S of Martha's ITi1'Jryard,in
New-England.

....

V I Z.
I. Of Godly Minifi:ers.
II. Of other Good Men.
III. Of Religious-\Vomen.
IV. Of Pious young Perfons.

By E'xperienc.,~ Mayhew, M. A. Preacher of
the Gofpel to the I,zdio1zs of that IfIand.

To which is added,

Som~ Account of thofe ENGLISII ~fI~ISTERS
who haY.t fucccilively prefided over the Indian Work
in that Ind the adjacent Hlands. By Mr. Pri11ce.

j

Ath x. 34, 3.,. I perceive that GOD ir no Rc/pefftr of Perfons:
but in every Narion be t/;.1t ftareth him, and worketh Ri'lhreouf
nefs, is accepted i,l'ithhim.

.., .

Atts xv. 8, 9. Gil'uingthem the Holy Ghofl, even as he did unto us:
and P1l:t'20 Diffirence between ur and them, pur~fjing their Hearts
hy Fat/h.

Mat. xxviii. 19, '20. Go ryetherefure, and te:zchall Naiioru, &c.
-.

;: l 0 N~J) 0 N,
~. ~Printed for samud Gerrijh,BooKfellerin Boftbn in New-Eng/antl;
and fold by 1. osbqrn and T. Longmlln in Pllttr.noll".R.ow,
M.DCC.XXVlt -- - .- - . -. ~.I
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To' . the reft of the" Honourahle
Company for the Propagat~()n

... Qf the Gofpel in New-Eng:'
. land, and Parts adjacent. in

America. '

Honourable Sirs,

E R Y admirable and (urp~iz4tg
- . ,vas the Favour of Heaven im~

. . .
- to the Aboriginal Natives of

this L.~nd) when it plea[ed the ~LES-
SE.DGOD to fen~ t)tern the glorious Gof..
pel, after they hag~frk~;ime immemo~~
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fat in Darknefi, and in tbc Region of the
JhadortC).of Death. -- -. "-_

It \vas flill a further Manifeftation of
Divine Favour) and Beneficenceto them,_
when our GLORIOUS LORD £tirred
up:-the Hea.rts of.. Ta.ny well difpofed
People:ln Eng !tina,' .to. "inake liberal. Con-

trib~90~s fo~ th~ ~nc~uragement of thofe
Servants.j of..bis;.:'-who~ for the GlorY)of
his great ~ame, Clnd..Qut of Compaffion
[0 the Souls of the miferable Heathen,

~~er~j.y~i~~t a~y.P~9fp~ of w~rIAiy
.t\.QY~~Fag~, ,cndefl vQut:~ng their Conver..
fi

,- ~ .' .. . . - . .. .-. ,", .
-

..~.
-"

~ ~
4 .~ \

_
.Ion i. ,.

.. ." Ie'. .. ~ ._. .. . .: . J I. :. .

~~:A'nd~'" -if ~as yet ~ahr.~i~ditiorial Mercy
tdf the~difcortfolate lnilialli, in there,'Ends
of the Earth, and to fuch al[o.as were
en.gaged in the Work of Gofpelizi'ng' th'enl,
when the ~o~ietY,.in

~ ~~glfl12d f~r the L;.;

Prqpagation of the Gofpel ,here, .\v~re_.~y\~::
R()jal_-(]h4rt.er~'ereaed~'-into a COrPQ,.a~
~toh,. fq~:-~.iJje.\ n19re effeat1alc'arry~~~on
tb~~ ':~.gfeit~7and~go~od" Work. v

~t " ~ from" :your "1.Jonot/fable ~Compa-

'tY,' 'fo': ;effiihiFhed, Aatl'dI aCting on fuch.a
Fouhdarion.'r that fCl

.

t

.

I-oh. as:' are here em-.. ,
~.~

pl~ed for the Geod of th'~ Indians,

have"
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have, under GOD, their Encouragement.
to that\Y/ork and Service, and DireCtion.'
. .
In:tt~;, .

'

'

, . .And among the ~nany Infl:ances where-

in the \Xlifdom and Care _ of the honou-
rable ,Compa1ly~ave been manifefted,. _

. none has been more co~prehenfive than~
their :. diretting" and ini1:rutting, a num-
ber. of. honour;ble and reverend Per-..

. fons here, tQ]Jl[peCt and manage theo
Affair'; and. who :do accordingly hea~y:
defire, and faithfully endeavour. to -pro-
mote- the Interefl: 'of 'Religion amo~g
[hofe. Natives.'of :the Land. " ,

-,
" ~'

The Work of Gofpelizing the Heathe~
being thus primarily under your Honours
DireCtion .and '11anagement, it is v~ry, fit:"
and convenient, that fuch as are here
employed in that Service, ihould from
time to time give an Account of their'
Management to your Honours; as al[o..
the Succ.effes they m~et with in the Work-
wherein they are engaged, and fo of the
gQod EffeCts of what has been expend~:
ed for the great Ends already mention.-
ed," and of the Care and Pains that have
been taken, both by the hOllot/fableCom- .

. : pallY,
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ptmy~ - and-their-hollourMJle CommiJfi()ners
#fKi}~g he"... : " '

"

Fro!? there Confidemtions I have thought
it>i¥ly ,<.'DutY:ro de.dieace th~,hiftor~al Et:
~Y'i'tiriro: :yoM; NG1UJttIG:,tho ~th~rw,ife it
m1ght~; ~htive. b>e.e.n toe ':gr~t; a .Boldnets :
betides,. I ~(annQt doubt ,but fneh -a D.ifco..
vei1.:o.ftltC!;Effi~aGY o£i.f)i~ine .GIace.in
~. Con~~e~ a-Rd.Salvfioo"'o.f S'innerSy

~,: is ~~,:fts:,~x~~ed irt;the bives arid 'dy~
ilig-'SJ>etc~ ef"~'eonH~t~a\)i_eLnu~berof
()m (l~tnilliat1~ed, 1Ildi.an,~~[\14ior(f fp\t1tual
Qood~,otlt; '~~urs i h~v~~betn ~long.:,:la~
b04ring to Fromote,~ wi)l.1be~veiy' ~acriep~
t~b'l'e"" 'u', nt. i:w' you. :

"

", '. ',' i ,. , . I:
a, U .

~ -. -
,. .. r ./..; . . _.. ~ ;'.

',That: myIrtdu&i@n"b£E'M~u~ples;oft~ue
Piety are only taken from' on~flrta/llfla'/id;
is"not becaufe there have not been many
flien pious Conv'erts in other"Places; but
becaufe I have not been fo well acquain-

. ted 'with the State of the Indians' in them,
~s I have been there, where my '-great,
'Grandfather, Grandfather, and my [elf
have fucceaively laboured for thefe four-
flore Tears. Nor have I thought ir con-
venient for me to enter into other Mens
Lin~-s"but rather leave it to them' to'.

I give
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give an Account therrJel yes of what was
obfervable in the Places \vherein they
have refpeCtively laboured.

Entreating therefore your Honours Ac-
ceptance of this Effayof mine to do my

.,

Duty, written at the Motion of fome of
your honourable CommiJIioners here, and
praying, that He who is the Lord of all
\vould plea[e _~ direCt yoti in all thac
Work and Serv1~e, wherein He is pleafed
to .employ you, particularly in that of
propagating the glorious Gofpel t~ong
the Aboriginal Natives of thefe P9its of
.A.merica; and giving you mofl: nearty
Thanks for all you have hitherto done
for their Good, as well as for your Fa-
vours to me, I fubfcribe my fel~

Honourable Sirs,

Tour moft humble, and

1120ftobedient SerfIJa1Zt in

the Work of the Gofpel,

Experience Mayhew.
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( ix )

The AUTHOR'S

PREFACE
TO THE

REA D E R.
11ERE are more efpecially" two "Tbillgs

requifite; to render any Hiftory accepta-
ble and entertaining to judicious Readers;
namely, firft, That the Matters of Faa re-
lated; be worthy to be obf~rved and re-

torded. :the otber is; that the Things reported be well
aueHed and worthy of Credit.

The forn'ter of there will; I hope; be granted, witb
I.efpeCtto my prefent Effay : However, I am content to
fubmit this to the Judgment of fuch as are impartial.

The 'Truth of the Riflory which I here offer to the
World, is tbat, the clearing up whereof is mainly intended
in this EpHHe." ,

."

For this end, the lirG Thing I thall affert, i$ my OrzV1t.

Fidelity a11dC071cenz for Truth in this Performance. I
know well that no Lye of mine can be neceifary for the
Honour of GOD, or the Manifeftation of the Glory of
his Grace. And I can truly fay, that I have not in this
Hiflary impofed on others any thing which I do not my
felf believe. Indeed there are fome things in it, which
I lay no great firefs upon, and therefore have but cau-
tioufiy mendon'd, and "would have my Readers regard ac~
(ordingly ; yet I would not have related them; if I had
not thought them probably true.

My Concern for Truth has been accompanied with pro-
portion able Endeavours to avoid every thing contrary to it i
and in giving there Examples of Piety, my firG: Care has'"

"" B beenj' "



x The Author's Preface.
been, not to mention any of whom there was not Rea..
fon to hope, that they were indeed Godly PerJOns, as
well as by many fo eGcemed.

The greateG number of thore whore Charaaers I have
given, being Perfons with whom I was my ftlf acquainted,
I have had the lefe Occauon for the TeHimony of others
(oncerning them: Yet even with rerpett to thefe, I have
made ure of the beG Information I could get, not relying
wholly on my own Opinion.

.

Refpe~Hng the Morals of 'th~ PerCons whofeLives I
have written, I have made diligent Enquiry of fuch as I
thought beG able to inform me ; and this not only of fuch
as I conceived would be ready to give as favourable an
Account as they could of them, but even of ruch alfo as

_ .1 had reafon to think would be very ready to mention
. . fuch Mifcarriages as they might have feen in them, or

orherwife known them to have been guilty o£ Nor have
I confined my Enquiries about them to thore of their own
Nation only; but ha~e a1fo?btai~'d the beG:Information
I could of their Engli,/h Nelghbours, who were beG ac-
quainted with them: and on the TeGimony of {uch as
chere, I have in.this Cafe laid more firers than onthat
of the Indians. Nor.can I think that I have reprefented.
any, asif they lived better I..Iivesthan they really did.

I know fame of the Perfans whore Charaaers I have
.given, have fomctimes lived vicioully ; and this has been
accordinglyobferved and confe{fed in the Accountsgiven
of them. It will therefore be a vain thing for any to tell
n1e what is already acknowledged; yet poffibly fome
that are prejudiced againG the India11s, will not ceafe to
impute to them, the Sins committed by them before they
were converted, not duly connderinghow great a Change
a;bere was wrought in them' before they died, or how
Stly that may be fa;d with refpe5 to them, I Cor.vi. II.
Such were fome of you, but ye are waJhed, &c.

Tho 1 could have mentiQned many of our hzdians, who
have difcovered very probable Signs of true Repentance
in the Time of their 1~f1: and long Sickne{fes,many of
them dying of Chronica1 Difeafes; yet conudering the
Doubtfulnefs of a Death-bed Repentance, I have not put
any into my Catalogue of Penitents, in whom a remarka-
ble Change did not appear while they were well and in
Health: whatever Pains others, in,the time of their Sick:-
me!S, have taken so prepare for Death, and whatever

. frofeaioD
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Profeffion of Fai th and Repentance trey have ma~e, or
whatever Hopes in the Mercy of GOD rhro' C H R 1ST
they have declared; tho l.could give feveral InGances of
this kind, that would not be defpifed) if the Perfons in-
Ganced in were of our own Nation. '

With refpeB:to the Piety 'of the Perfons to whom this
Accou.nt relates, with whom I was not my ftlf acquai,nted.
I have been obliged to rely much on the Teitiinonies of
ruch of the Indians themfelves, as had opportu.nity to ob,.
ferve their Deportment, and w~re in my Judgment worthy
of Credit. But then I have not put any into my LiGi
who were not generally eGeemed. <:J0dIyPerfons b.Y.~&lch
as knew them, how good an Opinion fbever fame OilAht
have of them."

Tho as to their Piety in general, I have had the TeGi: ',.~. ;

monys of many Witneffes, yet I conf~(~that as to many of"
their partictllar Aaions and Expreffions, 1 have had no
mor.e but jingle TeGimooies: But then I have d;iligently
c~ntidered the ~llalit, of fuc~ Witneffes, and wh~tot~er
Ctrcumt1:ances ibere were to firengrhen tbe T~lmonles
given, and have Dot reported to orliers wbatI do nOt my
felf think I have good ground to give cr~dit to.

-

, As I have, when I thought- it neceifary, arialy, cbarged
ruch as I have received Relations ftom, to keepclofe to the
Truth therein; fo I lhould not do them jufiice, if 1 did
not affirm, that I ~eneraUy obfer,:ed. in them fuc~ an Ap-
pearance of Carltton ant/, ImpM'tlalzt" as conGralned roo
to think them faithful Witneifes in the tpings rela~~d by
them. Yea, I obferved in fome of them Mark& of true
Piety in themfe!ves, while they wete givin~ me an ~c.., ,
count of the Piety of others; they fomettmes opemng
their Mouths in thePraifes of GOD ~r his diGinguHh..
ing GoodnefS towards the Perfons of whQm they were
fpeaking, at the fame time acknowledging an~ lamenting
their own Sinfulnefs, in comin~ fo far Ihon of what they
raw in them; being much affeaed, and lhedding many
Te~rs, while they were thus difcourfing.

As f9r thore mentioned in this Eiray, who died be..
fore my rzlme, I have in part taken my Information
from Accounts formerly written by my Father. Gra~dfa"
ther, or others, being either printed or left in Manufcrit1t;
and partly from the oral R~lations of Perfons worthy of -
Credit, whe,therEngl;Jh or Indians. '

'B:.
.

1



xii. The Attthor's Preface.
-' .

I confefs I was not with fome of the Cbildrc?z men-
tlcmed in . this Hiflo.ry, when they difcovered fuch Signs
of true Grace, as they appear to have done by the Ac-
(;ounts given of them, bu.t have received what I have re-
]at~d concerning thetn, from fuch Witnelfes as I have
,fibove derc~ibed; and I think the Relation thereof fo
credible, that I doubt not the Truth of them: particu-
]ar]y the AccQJ.1nt giv~n of .70fepbPeag, Chap. IV. Examp.
20. (which is very remarkable) is well atteGed; andfome
of thofefrom whom I h~ve received that Relation, af;.
firm to me, that fome remarkable Expreffions uttered by
that Child, were not related to me by them, be~aufe they
could not fo diGinB:lyremember what they were, as they
thought necelfary in order to their giving an Account of
them.

,. .

I asked a difcreet India?z Mi1zifler, why I had not
been fooner informea of the eminent Piet}' of fome Cbil-
dren, who died before I knew any thing of the Grace of
GOD. ~ani{eHed in them? He anfwered, ' That the, India11swere a poor defpifed People, and were ready, (as he fuppofed) to think it would look like Pride in, them, if they Q10uld be forward to relat~ what GOD, did for the Souls of their Children; and he thought, tbis had made fome of .them backward to declare the, Effe8s of GOD's Grace in and upon them.'

.

But tbo fome of the Relatives of thefe pious Childrc11,
did not, while tbcf li-ved, declare to me what GOD had
dope for their ~ouIs, yet others of them did; and fome

. t; with much AffeClion mentioned the Goodnefs of GOD
1n this regard to their Cbildrc1z, foon after they died;
repeatin~ again, at my. Defire, the fame things to me,
when I fee about writing thefe Examples of early Piety.
Others having preferved in J;Vriti12gfome Memorial of
their pious ,ChiJdren, written immec1iately afrer their
Death, put the fall1e into my Hands while I was about
this Work.

Thus have I told my Readers, ~ow I came by the
K?towledge of the Things. related in this HiGorical EIrav;
and I hope what is now faid, wi]], in f01ne meafure, fa-
tisfy unprejudiced Pel'fons, that the Things reporred are
'Zt~ortb'yof Credit. .

. I intended to have pJaced before thefe Examples of
Piety fame more ge'2cral Obfe.rvatio?lS,which I have made
concerning the Efficacyof GOD's Grace on the Hearts of.

our


